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Sustainability Working Group Members

• Tanya Berardini
• Chuck Cook
• Christine Elsik
• Dorrie Main (Co-Chair)
• Fiona McCarthy
• John McNamara
• Lukas Mueller
• Sushma Naithani
• Surya Saha
• Shabari Subramaniam
• Karen Yook
• Josh Young (Co-Chair)

* With the RCN Extension we are looking to refresh
working group membership* 

- Add agricultural industry representatives?
- Align more closely with the Global Biodata Resource
- Re-establish quarterly meetings
- Distribute work tasks



Sustainability: Possible Funding Sources

• Competitive funding (USDA NIFA, NSF etc.)
• Government funding (USDA ARS)
• Commodity funding
• Researchers include funding in grants (contract type funding)
• Subscription/pay for access (not pay for data)
• Charge researchers to submit data
• Charge journals for data checking/hosting (integration) – ensures data is 

FAIR!
• Appropriations
• Fundraising

THRIVE NOT JUST SURVIVE OR ARCHIVE!

DISCUSSION OF NEED FOR AN AGBIODATA CENTER!



Prior Activities of Sustainability WG

• Survey of AgBioData membership regarding sustainability (2022)

• Identification of possible exemplar resources (2023)

• Invitation of selected resources for further sustainability modeling (2023)

• Interviews with PIs of representative crop and livestock community 
databases to identify available resources over time (personnel and 
funding), and challenges and opportunities (2024) – very informative

• Still needs to be completed  for a few databases – by mid June.



Activities of Sustainability WG in the Past Year 

• Sustainability Presentations
1. Impact of Community Databases at Plant Biology 2024 Bioinformatics Workshop, 

June 2024
2. AgBioData Workshop at PAG 32, January 2025
3. AgBioData Database Sustainability Workshop at PAG 32, January 2025

• Pilot project (5 databases) to identify and collect key metrics to quantify 
impact of AgBioData Databases (2024): Economic value of database species, 
usage, citations (primary and secondary), calculation of Return of 
Investment

• Remaining crop and animal community databases - complete by June 30.  



Current Activities of Sustainability WG

• Continuing Impact Analysis – Funding in NSF RCN Extension
• For each database this will include provision of citations for each paper 

with links to the publication and numbers for secondary publications, 
journal summaries, etc.



Current Activities of Sustainability WG

• Outreach activities – GET OUT THE MESSAGE

• Securing America's Agricultural Future: The Critical Role of AgBioData 
Databases

• One-pager summaries of the importance of AgBioData resources for 
different audiences

• Legislator version - draft available for review 
• Scientist stakeholder version - draft available
• Industry version – draft version almost ready for review
• Journal opinion piece



Current Activities of Sustainability WG

Securing America's Agricultural Future: The Critical Role of AgBioData Databases – 
legislator version

• Foundation for Agricultural Innovation
• What AgBioData Databases Do
• Impact and Return on Investment
• Why Permanent Funding is Required
• The Path Forward

Whitepaper – complete by end of year 1 of RCN Extension



Current Activities of Sustainability WG

• Upcoming Outreach Activities 

• Plant Biology Global 2025
• AgBioData Consortium Resources and Databases for FAIR Agricultural 

Data Discovery, Sharing and Reuse
• Tuesday July 15, 2025 - 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM
• Sustainability Talk (Dorrie Main)

• PAG 26, January 2025
• AgBioData Workshop
• Sustainability workshop (hopefully)


